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STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT  
Situation Report of the Federal Intelligence Service 20

24

the recent trend toward a military build-up in 
Europe is a long-term one. Europe therefore 
remains reliant for its security on the USA, 
on whose nuclear shield and military pres-
ence the security of  Europe continues to rest. 
 

Until the question of  a credible military secu-
rity guarantee for Ukraine – for example 
through NATO accession – has been resolved, 
the opening of  negotiations on EU accession 
in December 2023 and the July 2024 security 
pact remain little more than political steps.

Developments in EU and NATO integration since 2022
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What does the FIS see?  
What does the FIS expect?36

NDB

Presence of Russian paramilitary forces

AFRICA AS THE SCENE OF GROWING RIVALRIES 
BETWEEN GREAT POWERS

Due to political instability and jihadist 
activities in a large part of  the African 

continent, the security situation has continued 
to deteriorate, especially in the Sahel region. 
Africa faces an escalation of  these crises, which 
will have political (in particular geopolitical and 
security-related) consequences globally. 

On the political level, there has been a wave of  
coups d’état since 2020. Military juntas have in 
some cases violently overthrown democrati-
cally elected presidents and seized power. This 
is leading to an increase in authoritarianism 
and a weakening of  universal and democratic 
principles in these countries. 

FIS
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EVENTS RELATING TO JIHADIST 
TERRORISM IN EUROPE SINCE 2023
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Processo di radicalizzazione

The dissemination and consumption 
of  jihadist propaganda in cyberspace 

will continue and will have a radicalising effect 
especially on minors. Particularly in the case of  
socially isolated or psychologically unstable 
minors, constant exposure to jihadist propa-
ganda can lead to radicalisation and inspire 
them to use violence. It is likely that there will 
be an increase in the numbers of  suspects and 
perpetrators who are minors or juveniles. 
Assessing in an individual case whether a minor 
poses a threat presents a challenge for the 

authorities. Because young people are search-
ing for their identity, it is often hard to gauge 
how seriously their statements should be taken. 

In order to detect the radicalisation pro-
cess, which occurs very rapidly in the case of  
minors, at an early stage and to take preven-
tive measures to counter it, collaboration with 
institutions, particularly in education and social 
services, and with the local police is important.
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Possible cybersphere consequences for Switzerland of the war in Ukraine
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